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OFFICE
 WITH 

A LOG
We often need a circulation space or corridor to connect all the 
required spaces or rooms. However, we do not have the luxury of 
connecting corridors in this office design
Text by the architect
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Insert caption

Redefined open space with the vertical element - the natural log

A corner for office workstation with view and daylight from outside

Balanced office spatial design - works and pantry at its distinguished pallette of shades

The interior design facilitates a flexible working space with re-
quired spaces of a gathering area, meeting room, workstations, 
private room, pantry, design studio and a washroom within a 
small area of 75 sqm office for a new start-up architect’s office. 
The key intervention was to maximise space efficiency by adding 
movable panels used to divide the space into four main zones. 
The four main zones are a private room, a workstation or the 
event area, a meeting area, and a pantry. The rest of the space is 
kept remarkably simple, with only essential furnishings, minimal 
shelving and a few decorative plants.

 The main vertical component within the space has become 
a termination point for each of the zones. The usage of a natural 
log from one of the cleared construction sites is an idea of bring-
ing in a natural aspect to the interior space directly. It refined the 
volumetric of the space and improved the openness of an open-
plan layout. 

In general perception, a column (the vertical component) in 
an open plan would be a blockage or restrict the spatial usage. 

However, in this design it became the connecting point, linking 
the activities internally within a workplace. The log was manual-
ly transported to the second level where the office is located. It 
was then supported with a mild steel plate at the top and bottom 
free-standing vertical component within the space. With the in-
troduction of this log, we obtained an optimum space efficiency 
without having to create corridors or circulation spaces.

 The internal wall surfaces and plaster ceiling boards are 
painted in a grey tone complementing the selected interior sur-
faces with unique colours. Pale turquoise, light coral and pastel 
yellow blend with the wood textures forming a new colour pa- 
lette combination. A natural log is being used to redefine and 
strengthen the spatial experience within the emptiness of space. 
Sliding glass panels are introduced to create the enclosure if one 
needs privacy while keeping the interior’s visual permeability of 
the interior from one end to the other. It created an open office 
plan with flexibility for different activities, when required.

 The work area is occupied by simple tables, large enough 

Skylight provides natural illumination to the interior

A natural log is used to redefine and 
strengthen the spatial experience 
within the emptiness of space. 

OFFICE WITH A LOGPROJECTS
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LOCATION
Sunsuria Forum, Shah Alam

PRINCIPAL USE 
Architect’s Office

ARCHITECT
Kee Yen Architect

PROJECT PRINCIPAL
Ar. Lim Kee Yen

DESIGN PERIOD
1 week

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 
1 month

DATE OF COMPLETION 
July 2019

SITE AREA
75 sqm

FLOOR AREA
75 sqm

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY
WS Atelier

ALUMINIUM FRAMED 
GLASS DOOR
Trend Thermal Windows 
& Doors Sdn Bhd
  
TIMBER LOG
Zhen Ye Projects Sdn Bhd

MAIN MATERIALS
Laminated Flooring 
- Inovar Resources Sdn Bhd
Meeting Tables & Chairs 
- Ruma Home Sdn Bhd
Office Furnitures 
- IGreen Office Furniture 
Sdn Bhd
Window Blinds 
- First Decor (M) Sdn Bhd
Interior Paint 
- Jotun Paints (M) Sdn Bhd

PHOTOGRAPHY
Pixelaw Photography

Detail - vertical lines forming a backdrop to the space

Detail - swing glass door handle

Exploded Diagramme

Red logs on Ebony Lane

for employees to work on desktop or laptop computers and have 
room to lay out physical drawings. It can be converted into an 
informal discussion area where the glass panels are used as the 
writing board. Some other examples of the spatial configura-
tions for the studio usage are the Boss mode, in which a private 
room for the principal; or a private design area; formed by clos-
ing one zone. 

The Meeting mode can be a seven-pax meeting room, 
expanded up to ten-pax or more meeting room by opening the  
entirety of the sliding panels. There is also the Dining mode where 
the meeting zone can be converted into a dining area with an 
attached pantry next to it. It is our studio’s culture to have a small 
gathering with friends and business associates occasionally. 

Another possibility is the Studio or Event mode in which we 
could manipulate the openness of the sliding panels for design 
studio discussions, small exhibitions or sharing sessions when-
ever required. The glass panels become writing boards or exhi-
bition panels.

The design for KYA studio was not to create a compact work-
place with numerous compact-office ideas but to look at it as 
an organisation with proper office spaces. We often need a cir-
culation space or corridor to connect all the required spaces or 
rooms. However, we do not have the luxury of connecting cor-
ridors in this office design. We offered a solution by fulfilling all 
the required spaces and achieved spatial flexibility by its functions.

The key intervention was to 
maximise the space efficiency 
by adding movable panels 
used to divide the space into 
four main zones. 

OFFICE WITH A LOGPROJECTS


